
Class 11 - Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon

New Testament Seminar - Immanuel Church

Ephesians

Introduction

• The message of Ephesians: “You have received supernatural grace for the glory of God;

therefore, live in supernatural unity to the glory of God.”

• Purpose and background

Chapter 1: God Elects

Praise be to God who predestined us to be redeemed through Christ, to the praise of his glorious

grace. I thank God and pray for you, that you may know Christ better as well as his power for you.

• Salvation by God’s choice alone

• Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians

2:1-10: Election Based Purely on Grace

As for us, we were all dead in our sins, but God graciously made us alive to show his grace and end

our boasting.

• Dead

• But God…

2:11-3:13: The Primary Application of the Gospel is Unity

As a result, God has destroyed the barrier between Jew and Gentile, building them into a single

building in which God lives by his Spirit. This is the mystery of which I am a herald and for which I

am now suffering.
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• “Made the two one”

• Unity in the church as the central application of the gospel

3:14-21: Prayer for the Supernatural

So I pray for the supernatural power of God to work this kind of unity in you.

• Pray for faith

• Pray for knowledge of Christ’s love

Why Has God Done All This?

1. For the praise of his grace (1:5-6, 11, 2:7)

2. For the praise of his wisdom (3:10)

3. For the glory of God (3:20-21)

4:1-5:2: Build One Another Up

Keep the unity of the Spirit required by your new lives in Christ; to accomplish this, God has given us

gifts to build unity. So you must no longer live as godless Gentiles. Instead, speak the truth, building

each other up and forgiving just as Christ forgave you.

• Gifts

• Wisdom

• Speech

• Money
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5:3-14: Do Not Partner with Darkness

Don’t misunderstand me, however, I am not telling you to have unity with those who lie and say that

immorality is okay.

• Warning about the wrong kind of unity

5:15-6:9: Make the Most of Every Opportunity

Instead, make the most of every opportunity, submitting to each other in the following ways: Wives,

submit to your husbands; husbands love your wives as Christ did the church. Children, obey your

parents; fathers, bring your children up in the training of the Lord. Slaves, obey your earthly masters;

masters, treat your slaves with respect and fear since you serve the same master.

• Be filled with the Spirit, sing to one another

• Submit to one another

– Wives submit to your husbands (and husbands love your wives) to image Christ and

the church

– Children submit to your parents (and fathers instruct your children in the Lord)

– Slaves submit to your masters (and masters treat your slaves with Christ as your

master)

6:10-23: Stand to the End

Finally, put on the full armor of God so that you can continue to stand, praying even for me, that I

might continue to stand.

• Stand

• Pray

Study Outline for Ephesians

1. What God Has Done: United Us in Grace (Chs. 1-3)
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a. Introduction (1:1-2)

b. God’s eternal purpose of glorifying himself (1:3-14)

c. Prayer for understanding of Unity (1:15-23)

d. Unity with God by grace through faith (2:1-10)

e. Unity between Jew and Gentile

1. The basis for unity (2:11-22)

2. The display of God’s wisdom through unity (3:1-13)

3. Prayer for God to accomplish this unity (3:14-21)

2. What We Must Do: Live Out Our Unity (Chs. 4-6)

a. Loving unity built through diverse gifting (4:1-16)

b. Loving unity maintained through renewed thinking (4:17-5:2)

c. Warning against unity with darkness (5:3-14)

d. Loving unity by making the most of opportunity

1. Live and encourage wisely (5:15-20)

2. Submit to one another (5:22-6:9)

a. Wives and husbands

b. Children and parents

c. Slaves and masters

e. Loving unity strengthened through dependent spiritual warfare (6:10-20)

f. Final Greetings (6:21-24)

The Sufficient King: Overview of Colossians & Philemon

Introduction

1. Authorship:

2. Date:

Colossians: New Life in Christ

Purpose

Attack on the sufficiency of Jesus Christ.
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1. Judaising tendencies deny the ___________ of Christ’s work (2:16-17)

2. Preoccupation with angelic experiences deny the _________________ of Christ (2:18-19)

3. Asceticism denies the ____________ of Christ. (2:20-23)

The life of the Kingdom is a cross-centered life.

Key verses: 2:6-7

So then, just as you have received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, being rooted and built

up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, and overflowing with gratitude.

Outline

1. Introduction (1:1-14)

2. Christ is sufficient for attaining new life. (1:15-20)

3. Reconciliation of the Colossians to God (1:21-23)

4. The apostle Paul’s labor for the gospel (1:24-2:3)

5. The worldly alternatives, and their dangers (2:4-23)

6. How to out our new life in Christ (3:1-4:6)

7. Personal notes and final greetings (4:7-18)

Major Themes

1. The source of their new life

a. _____ God.

b. ________ Christ

c. Through Christ ______

2. The purpose of their new life

a. ____ God

b. For others

1. Family

2. Colleages

3. Everyone

c. The need to persevere
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Application:

What is it in our lives that might replace Christ in terms of how we live the Christian life?

1. Are we always looking to the next spiritual ‘high’

a. The great sermon

b. The answered prayer

c. The new Christian book

All these things are good only as much as they point us back to the gospel and to depend upon Christ.

1. Do we depend upon ourselves or Christ?

a. How different would your day look if you decided that tomorrow you were going to

stop trying to live for Jesus in His strength and start living in your strength?

b. When things are going well, do we feel good about ourselves, or feel grateful to the

Lord?

Philemon: Reconciliation in the Kingdom

Background

Key verses (8-9)

For this reason, although I have great boldness in Christ to command you to do what is right, I appeal

to you, instead, on the basis of love.

Outline

1. Paul’s greeting (1-3)

2. Thanksgiving and intercession for Philemon (4-21)

3. Paul’s plea for Onesimus (8-22)

a. Paul’s return of Onesimus (8-16)

b. Philemon’s reception of Onesimus (17-22)

4. Final remarks (23-25)
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Major Themes and Message

• Reconciliation through the power of the cross

• Appealing on the basis of love

This material is adapted from a course with the same name developed by Capitol Hill Baptist Church. It has been modified for our purposes and

has been condensed to fit our time schedule. The original version is available on their website at https://www.capitolhillbaptist.org/resources/core-

seminars/series/new-testament-overview/.

Unless otherwise noted, Scripture passages are taken from the Christian Standard Bible®, Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used

by permission. Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® are federally registered trademarks of Holman Bible Publishers.
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