
Inspiration & Authority of Scripture



Discussion Prompt: 

What might a non-believer 
consider to be their “final 
authority?”



       16     All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness,  
 17  that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 Tim 3:16—17 ESV



       All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable 
for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in 
righteousness 

2 Tim 3:16  NKJV



Scripture is Top - Down. 

God’s Word 

Us



But by reason of improved methods of philological study, of 

progress in science and discovery, of accumulating results in 

archeological and historical research, the theory of inspiration 

has come to occasion restlessness and perplexity, at times not a 

little distress in thoughtful souls.  It has become a yoke which 

they, unlike their fathers, are unable to bear. 

Joseph H. Thayer, The Change of Attitude Toward the Bible, Houghton & Mifflin, 1891, p. 10-11.



For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we 
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 

2 Pet 1:16 ESV 

For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of 
man, but men spoke from God as they were carried 
along by the Holy Spirit. 

2 Pet 1:21 ESV



       28  And when Jesus finished 
these sayings, the crowds were 
astonished at his teaching,  
 29  for he was teaching them 
as one who had authority, and not 
as their scribes. 

Matt 7:28-29 ESV



Verbal Plenary Inspiration 

Verbal:  the very words are 
inspired. 

Plenary:  the whole thing is 
inspired.



       16     All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness,  
 17  that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work. 

2 Tim 3:16—17 ESV



Doctrine:  Teaching, showing us 
the path of life on which to walk. 

Reproof:  Convincing of error and 
showing us where we have gotten 
off the path. 

Correction:  Restorative in nature, 
showing us how to get back on the 
path. 

Instruction in Righteousness:  
The normal way of Christian living, 
showing us how to keep on the 
path.



        16  And the Lord God commanded 
the man, saying, “You may surely eat of 
every tree of the garden,  
 17  but of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 
day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” 

Genesis 2:16—17 ESV



Then the Lord God said, 
“Behold, the man has become 
like one of us in knowing good 
and evil. . . 

Genesis 3:22a ESV



  1           Now the serpent was more crafty than any other beast of 
the field that the Lord God had made.  
He said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any 
tree in the garden’?”  
 2  And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden,  
 3  but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree 
that is in the midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ”  
 4  But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely 
die.  
 5  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 
opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 

Genesis 3:1—5 ESV



So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he 
created him; male and female 
he created them. 

Genesis 1:27 ESV



Protoevangelium   
First statement of the Gospel 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your offspring and her offspring; he 
shall bruise your head, and you shall bruise his 
heel.” 

Genesis 3:15 ESV



          18  And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
 19  Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
 20  teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:18—20 ESV




