




Session 5: Clarity
(Perspicuity)



Definition
The Bible is written in such a way that it is able 
to be understood. - Grudem



Definition
“Those things which are necessary to be known, believed, and 
observed, for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in 
some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but 
the unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain 
unto a sufficient understanding of them.” 

- Westminster Confession of Faith



1.1. Scriptural Case (OT)
And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your children, and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you 
walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 

- Deuteronomy 6:6-7



1.1. Scriptural Case (OT)
11 "For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard 
for you, neither is it far off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should say, 
'Who will ascend to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may 
hear it and do it?' 13 Neither is it beyond the sea, that you should say, 
'Who will go over the sea for us and bring it to us, that we may hear 
it and do it?' 14 But the word is very near you. It is in your mouth 
and in your heart, so that you can do it.

- Deuteronomy 30:11-14



1.1. Scriptural Case (OT)
7 The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the 
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;

- Psalm 19:7



1.2. Scriptural Case (NT)
3 He said to them, "Have you not read what David did when he 
was hungry, and those who were with him: 4 how he entered the 
house of God and ate the bread of the Presence, which it was not 
lawful for him to eat nor for those who were with him, but only 
for the priests? 5 Or have you not read in the Law how on the 
Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath and are 
guiltless? - Matthew 12:3-5



1.2. Scriptural Case (NT)
25 And he said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart to 
believe all that the prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not 
necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter 
into his glory?" 27 And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning himself. - Luke 24:25-27



1.2. Scriptural Case (NT)
Paul, called by the will of God to be an apostle of Christ Jesus, and 
our brother Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God that is in Corinth… 

- 1 Corinthians 1:1-2

1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in 
Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and deacons:

- Philippians 1:1 



1.2. Scriptural Case (NT)
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how 
from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred 
writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. - 2 Timothy 3:14-15 



2. Requirements for Clarity

8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you 
shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to 
do according to all that is written in it. For then you will make 
your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 

- Joshua 1:8

2.1. Requires Time- Meditation



2. Requirements for Clarity

7 And after there had been much debate… 25 it has seemed good to us, 
having come to one accord, to choose men and send them to you with 
our beloved Barnabas and Paul… 28 For it has seemed good to the 
Holy Spirit and to us to lay on you no greater burden than these 
requirements: - Acts 15:7, 25, 28

2.1. Requires Time- Dialogue/Discussion



2. Requirements for Clarity

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with 
God and man. - Luke 2:52

14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from 
evil. - Hebrews 5:14

2.1. Requires Time- Maturity



2. Requirements for Clarity

7 Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you understanding in 
everything. - 2 Timothy 2:7

15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker 
who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth. 

- 2 Timothy 2:15

2.2. Requires Effort- through Study.



2. Requirements for Clarity

“Those things which are necessary to be known, believed, and 
observed, for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in 
some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the 
unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain unto a 
sufficient understanding of them.”  - Westminster Confession

2.2. Requires Effort- through Ordinary Means.



2. Requirements for Clarity

14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of 
discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish good from 
evil. - Hebrews 5:14

2.3. Requires a Willingness to Obey.



2. Requirements for Clarity

1 But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as 
people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk, not 
solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not 
yet ready, 3 for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy 
and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a 
human way? - 1 Corinthians 3:1-3

2.3. Requires a Willingness to Obey.



2. Requirements for Clarity

18 Open my eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of your law. 
... 27 Make me understand the way of your precepts, and I will 
meditate on your wondrous works. ... 34 Give me understanding, that 
I may keep your law and observe it with my whole heart. 

- Psalm 119:18, 27, 34

2.4. Requires the help of the Holy Spirit.



2. Requirements for Clarity

26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 
name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all 
that I have said to you. - John 14:26

2.4. Requires the help of the Holy Spirit.



2. Requirements for Clarity

12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit 
who is from God, that we might understand the things freely given 
us by God… 14 The natural person does not accept the things of the 
Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to 
understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 

- 1 Corinthians 2:12-14

2.4. Requires the help of the Holy Spirit.



3. Qualifications re: Clarity

“Clarity is a property of Scripture, not a property of its readers. 
The clarity of Scripture affirms that it is able to be understood 
rightly, not that it will always be understood rightly.”  - Grudem

3.1. Clarity doesn’t mean we’ll understand it fully



3. Qualifications re: Clarity

8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, declares the LORD. 9 For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than 
your thoughts. - Isaiah 55:8-9

3.1. Clarity doesn’t mean we’ll understand it fully



3. Qualifications re: Clarity

15 …. Paul also wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, 16 as 
he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. 
There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which 
the ignorant and unstable twist to their own destruction, as they do 
the other Scriptures. - 2 Peter 3:15-16

3.2. Clarity doesn’t mean everything is equally clear.



3. Qualifications re: Clarity

All things in Scripture are not alike plain in themselves, nor alike clear 
unto all; yet those things which are necessary to be known, believed, 
and observed, for salvation, are so clearly propounded and opened in 
some place of Scripture or other, that not only the learned, but the 
unlearned, in a due use of the ordinary means, may attain unto a 
sufficient understanding of them.” - Westminster Confession

3.3. Clarity means the essential things are clear.



4. Objections to Clarity
4.1. Theological Liberalism
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4.1. Theological Liberalism

4.2. Postmodern Hermeneutics



4. Objections to Clarity
4.1. Theological Liberalism

4.2. Postmodern Hermeneutics

4.3. Roman Catholic Teaching



5. Implications/Applications
The Bible can be understood (by you).



5. Implications/Applications
The Bible can be understood (by you).

Jump in!



5. Implications/Applications
The Bible can be understood (by you).

Jump in!

The Bible is not to blame.


