
Necessity & Sufficiency of Scripture



Discussion Prompt: 

In groups of 3 or 4, have one member of the 
group attempt to explain the gospel without 
referring to any portion or person of 
Scripture (including Christ!).  The only thing 
you can use to explain the gospel is general 
revelation (what we can see in nature and 
what we know from our own experience).
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Necessity of Scripture 
For what things is the Bible necessary?

The Bible is necessary for. . . 

• Knowledge of the gospel 
• Maintaining spiritual life 
• Certain knowledge of God’s will 

The Bible is not necessary for. . . 

• Knowing that God exists 
• Knowing something about 

God’s character & moral laws 



The Bible is necessary for knowledge of the gospel 

13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? 

And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never 
heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 

15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent?

17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 
Christ.

Romans 10:13—15a, 17 ESV



The Bible is necessary for knowledge of the gospel 

Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it 
and was glad.

John 8:56 ESV



The Bible is necessary for maintaining spiritual life 

But he answered, “It is written, 
“ ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’

Matthew 4:4 ESV



The Bible is not necessary for knowing God exists 

The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.

Psalm 19:1 ESV

19     For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God 
has shown it to them. 

20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine 
nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the 
world, in the things that have been made. So they are without 
excuse.

Romans 1:19—20 ESV



The Bible is not necessary for  
knowing something about God’s character 

14   For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what 
the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though 
they do not have the law. 

15 They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, 
while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting 
thoughts accuse or even excuse them.

Romans 2:14—15 ESV
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Sufficiency of Scripture 
Is the Bible enough for knowing what God wants us to 

believe and what God wants us to know?

“The sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contained all 
the words of God He intended His people to have at each 
stage of redemptive history, and that it now contains all the 
words of God we need for salvation, for trusting Him perfectly, 
and for obeying Him perfectly.” 

Grudem
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His divine power has granted to us all things 
that pertain to life and godliness, through the 
knowledge of him who called us to his own 
glory and excellence 

2 Peter 1:3 ESV



Sufficiency of Scripture 
 3  His divine power has granted to us all things 
that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge 
of him who called us to his own glory and excellence,  
 4  by which he has granted to us his precious 
and very great promises, so that through them you may 
become partakers of the divine nature 

2 Peter 1:3—4a ESV



Sufficiency of Scripture 
 22  Having purified your souls by your obedience to the 
truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a 
pure heart,  
 23  since you have been born again, not of perishable 
seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God;  
 24  for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower 
of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls,  
 25  but the word of the Lord remains forever.”  
And this word is the good news that was preached to you. 

1 Peter 1:22—25 ESV



Sufficiency of Scripture 
 Comfort, comfort my people, says your 
God. 

Isaiah 40:1 ESV



Sufficiency of Scripture 
 6  A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I 
cry?” All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of 
the field.  
 7  The grass withers, the flower fades when the 
breath of the Lord blows on it; surely the people are grass.  
 8  The grass withers, the flower fades, but the 
word of our God will stand forever. 

Isaiah 40:6—8 ESV



Sufficiency of Scripture 
 9  Go on up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good 
news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good 
news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”  
 10  Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm 
rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense 
before him.  
 11  He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather 
the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead 
those that are with young. 

Isaiah 40:9—11 ESV



Sufficiency of Scripture 
 but the word of the Lord remains forever.”  
And this word is the good news that was 
preached to you. 

1 Peter 1:25 ESV




