
Session 8 - Incommunicable Attributes of God



Sunday: Praise

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
    In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
    Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
    Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above
    Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
    Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
All praise we would render; O help us to see
    ’Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

Walter Chalmers Smith
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The Doctrine of God02

● The Existence of God 
● The Knowability of God
● God’s Incommunicable Attributes
● God’s Communicable Attributes (Part 1)
● God’s Communicable Attributes (Part 2)
● God in Three Persons: The Trinity
● Creation
● God’s Providence
● Miracles
● Prayer
● Angels
● Satan and Demons

Doctrine of the Word of God01

● The Word of God 
● The Cannon of Scripture
● Authority of Scripture
● Inerrancy of Scripture
● Clarity of Scripture
● Necessity of Scripture
● Sufficiency of Scripture 



Session 8: God’s 
Incommunicable Attributes

How is God different from us?



Homework Schedule

- Monday: The Study of God’s Character
- Tuesday: God’s Independence
- Wednesday: God’s Unchangeableness
- Thursday: God’s Eternity
- Friday: God’s Omnipresence
- Saturday: God’s Unity
- Sunday: Praise & Worship



Monday: The Study of God’s Character

- Classifying God’s Attributes
- Incommunicable vs. Communicable; “communicate”, share
- Eternity, unchangeableness, omnipresence vs. love, knowledge, mercy, justice
- Imperfect Metaphor
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- Imperfect Metaphor

- Names of God in Scripture
- Some taken from creation (e.g. lamb, lion, eagle, hen, sun, morning star)
- Some from human experience (e.g. bridegroom, husband, father, judge, shepherd, physician)
- Some from human bodies (e.g. eyes, ears, mouth, hands)
- Anthropomorphic language
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- Balanced Definitions of God’s Incommunicable Attributes
- Harder to understand as the concepts are more foreign
- Each definition is two-parts 



Tuesday: God’s Independence

“God does not need us or the rest of creation for anything, yet we and the rest of 
creation can glorify him and bring him joy”

The God who made the world and everything in it—he is Lord of heaven and 
earth—does not live in shrines made by hands. 25 Neither is he served by human 
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives everyone life and 
breath and all things.
Acts 17:24–25



Wednesday: God’s Unchangeableness

- “God is unchanging in his being, perfections, purposes, and promises, yet 
God does act and feel emotions, and he acts and feels differently in response 
to different situations”



Thursday: God’s Eternity

- “God has no beginning, end, or succession of moments in his own being, and 
he sees all time equally vividly, yet God sees events in time, and he acts in 
time”

- God is Timeless in His own being
- God Sees All Time Equally Vividly
- God Sees Events in Time, and He Acts in Time



Friday: God’s Omnipresence

- “God does not have size or spatial dimensions and is present at every point of 
space with his whole being, yet God acts differently in different places”

- God is Present Everywhere
- God Does Not Have Spatial Dimensions
- God Can Be Present to Punish, to Sustain, or to Bless



Saturday: God’s Unity

- “God is not divided into parts, yet we see different attributes of God 
emphasized at different times”

- Each Attribute Characterizes the Whole Being of God
- God is the Same God Always
- No One Attribute of God is Most Important



Sunday: Praise

Immortal, invisible, God only wise,
    In light inaccessible hid from our eyes,
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days,
    Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light,
    Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might;
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above
    Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

Great Father of glory, pure Father of light,
    Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight;
All praise we would render; O help us to see
    ’Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

Walter Chalmers Smith
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