


Communicable 
Attributes

(Part 2)



3 His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and 
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory 
and excellence, 4 by which he has granted to us his precious and very 
great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world 
because of sinful desire. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to 
supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6 and 
knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and 
steadfastness with godliness, 7 and godliness with brotherly affection, 
and brotherly affection with love. - 2 Peter 1:3-7



I. Attributes of Purpose.
God’s attributes of purpose- attributes that have to do with making 
and carrying out decisions. God’s will in general, the freedom of 
God’s will, and the omnipotence of God’s will.



1. God’s Will
That attribute whereby he approves and determines to bring about 
every action necessary for the existence and activity of himself and 
all creation.

God approves and determines to bring about all that He wants to 
happen.



1.1. Scriptural Evidence
The ultimate reason for everything that happens.
11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 
according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the 
counsel of his will, - Eph. 1:11



1.1. Scriptural Evidence
All things included in Creation.
11 "Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and 
power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and 
were created." - Revelation 4:11



1.1. Scriptural Evidence
Human Government
… the Most High rules the kingdom of men and gives it to whom he 
will." - Daniel 4:32 

1 Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is 
no authority except from God, and those that exist have been 
instituted by God. - Romans 13:1



1.1. Scriptural Evidence
All the events of Christ’s death.
27 For truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy 
servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
along with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever 
your hand and your plan had predestined to take place. - Acts 4:27-28



1.1. Scriptural Evidence
The suffering of Christians
17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, 
than for doing evil. - 1 Peter 3:17



1.1. Scriptural Evidence
All the events of our Lives.
13 Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow we will go into such 
and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a 
profit"-... 15 Instead you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we will live and 
do this or that." - James 4:13, 15



1.2. Application?



2. Freedom
That attribute of God whereby he does whatever he pleases.
God is not constrained by anything external to himself and he is free 
to do whatever he wishes to do. 

3 Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases. - Psalm 115:3



3. Omnipotence
God is able to do all his holy will. God’s freedom refers to the fact 
that there are no external constraints on God’s decisions, God’s 
omnipotence has reference to his own power to do what he decides 
to do. - Grudem



3. Omnipotence
8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, 
mighty in battle! - Psalm 24:8

27 "Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is anything too hard for 
me? - Jeremiah 32:27



II. Summary Attributes.
Attributes that more directly apply to all the attributes or describe 
some aspect of all the attributes.



1. Perfection
God completely possesses all excellent qualities and lacks no part of 
any qualities that would be desirable for him.



1. Perfection
48 You therefore must be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect. - 
Matthew 5:48

30 This God--his way is perfect; the word of the LORD proves true; he 
is a shield for all those who take refuge in him. - Psalm 18:30



2. Blessedness
God delights fully in himself and in all that reflects his character.



2. Blessedness
15 which he will display at the proper time--he who is the blessed and 
only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords, - 1 Timothy 6:15 

11 in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with 
which I have been entrusted. - 1 Timothy 1:11 



3. Beauty
That attribute of God whereby he is the sum of all desirable qualities. 



3. Beauty
4 One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may 
dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the 
beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple. - Psalm 27:4 

25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And there is nothing on earth that 
I desire besides you. - Psalm 73:25



4. Glory
God’s glory is the created brightness that surrounds God’s revelation 
of himself.

God’s glory is the created 
brightness that surrounds God’s 
revelation of himself.



4. Glory
1 Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, you are very great! You are 
clothed with splendor and majesty, 2 covering yourself with light as with a 
garment, stretching out the heavens like a tent. - Psalm 104:1-2

9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear. - Luke 2:9

23 And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God 
gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb. - Revelation 21:23

God’s glory is the created 
brightness that surrounds God’s 
revelation of himself.


