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Providence  

Goal: 
My simple goal today is:  No matter what point of understanding you find yourself at as it relates to providence, 
I hope you will walk away with an expanded vision of God — a bigger of view God.   

I am still learning and there is plenty I don’t know — but one thing I am sure of:  God is always up to a 
thousand things behind the scenes that we can’t possibility know about as we face the challenges of our daily 
lives.  This truth is repeated over and over again in Scripture several times through the stories of people like 
Joseph, Ruth, Job, and Esther.  God is good, and He is trustworthy!   

I want to acknowledge that I cannot possibly cover everything about providence — much less tackle the hard 
questions that lurk around the edges of providence — but I do have a presentation intended as an introductory 
primer on providence.   

Let me start with what I think is one of the most fundamental questions that the doctrine of Providence is 
intended to answer.   

Esther is the only book of the Bible that doesn’t mention God by name.  It contains no record of miracles and no 
prophesies.  It’s characters are never explicitly said to pray.  Why this is the case is a mystery, but the silence is 
deafening.  Furthermore, Esther is a book about how God’s people faced extermination at the hand of a wicked 
man named Haman.  The question that arises in Esther — and one of the fundamental questions surrounding 
providence is:  “Where is God?”   

The answer that we find in the book of Esther is that God is still at work even when He is silent.  Behind the 
scenes, He quietly positions Esther to be the queen so she could deliver Israel.  As her cousin Mordecai said, 
“Salvation would come for the Jews from someplace, but who knows whether or not you (Esther) have come 
the kingdom for such as time as this.”  These words cause courage to rise in Esther as she prepared to advocate 
on behalf of her kinsmen.  Little did she know that just before she made her courageous, life-risking appeal to 
the king, that he had just spent a sleepless night reading the royal chronicles — and that he had just discovered 
that Mordecai never received his promised reward for saving the king’s life.  To make a long story really short, 
the ironic development in the book of Esther is that Haman, the wicked man who plotted to exterminate the 
Jews, is forced to honor Mordecai and then he is hung on the very gallows that he prepared for Mordecai’s 
execution.  So, the events that threatened to annihilate the Jews turned into a total victory over their enemies.   

Where is God?  He may not be mentioned by name — in fact it may seem as though he’s nowhere to be found 
— like when God’s people are facing the very real threat of extermination or when Esther is risking her life 
before the king — but there He is, all along, working behind the scenes in a thousand ways for the good of His 
people.   

Having a grasp on the doctrine of providence is important because when you face a situation where it seems like 
God is nowhere to be found — having an understanding of providence will preserve your faith and keep you 
sane.   
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But providence is not something that we talk a lot about today.  I have a strange habit of befriending a bunch of 
dead guys who wrote books in another century — mainly the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries.  As a general 
observation, I can tell you that in times past people were much more acutely aware of God’s providence.  They 
talked about it in the course of their normal conversation.  They might refer to His  “benevolent providence” or  
“angry providence.”  The point is: They were aware of and their default assumption included an all-wise and 
governing God who ruled in everyday affairs. 

But as we became more industrialized and modernity took over as the dominant worldview — things like 
science and reason have increasingly become the authoritative source people look to for the answers to the big 
questions of life. 

To illustrate a mindset we often see today. . . 

The question of, “Where is God?” reminds me of a story that James Montgomery Boice tells:  There was a 
mountain climber high up on the side of a steep mountain.  Of course, he looses his footing and begins to fall — 
at the last minute he is able to grab onto a little sapling growing out of the side of the mountain.  Just as he feels 
the roots start to give way, he cries out, “Is there anyone up there who can help me?”  A booming baritone voice 
answer back, “Yes.  I am up here and I will help you.  All you have to do is let go of the branch and trust Me.”  
The mountain climber looks down into the deep canyon below and then back up to the sky.  He decides to lift 
his voice one more time:  “Is there anyone else up there who can help me?” 

This typifies, in many ways, the cultural mentality of our own day.  There are actually a couple of questions 
coming from our mountain-climber friend.  The first one is. . . 

• Is there anybody up there?  18th century people assumed that there was somebody up there.  Their 
assumption was that there is an Almighty Creator who governed the affairs of this universe.  But today, we 
live in a time of unprecedented skepticism — even about the very existence of God.   

• Is there anybody up there who can help me?  That is the question of modern man.  Is there anyone outside 
the sphere of our daily lives — in the supernatural realm — not only is there anyone there, but if there is 
someone there, can the one who is there be of any help to us?  Can God help me?  But that is not where the 
question ends. . . because implicit in this question is its twin: 

• There may be someone up there who can help, but is that any guarantee that he will help?   

The question of providence deals a little bit with the first question:  Is anybody there?  But it mainly deals with 
questions two and three.  If there is somebody up there, is He able and is He willing to help me?   

In other words, if God were only all-powerful so that He could help, but he wasn’t good, such that He was not 
willing to help — that doesn’t do us a lot of good.   

On the other hand, if God were only good, such that He is willing to help, but he is not all-powerful so that He 
can help — that doesn’t do us much good either.   

The doctrine of providence teaches us that God is both all-powerful and good — such that He can help AND He 
is willing to help.   
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Now, wading a little deeper into providence one small step at a time, the question moves from the existence of 
God and His ability and willingness to help — to the issue of causality.  This is where much of the difficulty 
surrounding this doctrine comes from.   

Depending on how you answer the question of what is the ultimate cause for everything — has implications for 
many other difficult questions — all of which relate to Providence. . . 

• How is God’s providence related to the problem of evil? 
• How is God’s providence related to the problem of suffering? 
• How does God’s causal power and authority interact with ours? 
• How does God’s sovereign rule relate to our free choices? 
• How does my prayer have any influence over God’s providential decisions? 

The problem of modern man with his scientific and/or rational worldview is often. . . we focus so intently on the 
proximate cause of everything that we can forget that there is also an ultimate cause.  In many cases today, folks 
either ignore or deny the overarching, ultimate causal power behind all of life — so that modern man has 
largely lost its grip on the concept of providence.  (Their view of God is either non-existent or either way too 
small). 

This, of course plays right into our human nature, because we love to think of ourselves as big and in charge or 
in control or as the final arbiter of what is good or right.  After all, we reason, man is the sum of his choices and 
to question the ultimate freedom of my ability to choose or my ability to express my will — is getting very 
close, in today’s world, to calling somebody’s humanity into question.   

With all of that as a foundation, let’s dig a little deeper into the concept of providence.     

First of all, the very word providence is somewhat of a misnomer.  Providence has a prefix:  Pro — which 
means before or in front of.    

The root comes from the Latin:  videre — which means, “to see.”  We see this Latin word’s influence on the 
English language for example, in the word:  video.  We often think about the proliferation of cameras 
everywhere as an intrusion of our privacy at times.  But long before there were security cameras everywhere 
and long before anybody and everybody could whip out their smartphone to video anything and everything. . . 
long before any modern notion of video — was Pro-videre (Providence).   

That is how we get this word.  It refers to God’s seeing something beforehand.  Before His presence and 
beforehand with respect to time.   

This is where the word comes from — but I want to warn you up front not to be fooled by etymology of this 
word — because the concept of providence, though it includes God’s foreknowledge, is not the same thing as 
foreknowledge.   

God’s Foreknowledge is a doctrine that tells us that God can look down the corridors of time and know the end 
of the activity before it even starts.   
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The doctrine of providence, though the word speaks of God’s seeing things beforehand, certainly includes far 
more than simple foresight.   

Nonetheless, the word is instructive because the first thing it tells us about God’s governing of the universe is 
that our God is a God who sees everything that takes place in the universe.  Everything is in full view of God’s 
vision.   

For many, that is a quite uncomfortable thought.  If fact, doctrines like this can — and often do — drive people 
away from God.  (Adam tried to hide from God). Every one of us has a keen desire for a sense of privacy.  A 
place where no one can invade; no one can strip us bear; where no one can pry into the secret things of our 
lives.   

I don’t know everyone in this room very well, but I do know that everyone here has secrets.   

Jesus has the ability to see — behind the mask; into our hiding place; where we are most vulnerable and most 
fearful.   

The concept of providence includes the fact that God knows everything.  The problem is:  We want God to look 
at us when we need help — but most of the time we would prefer that He overlook us, because we like our 
privacy.   

Yet, in the teaching of Jesus, the concept of God’s seeing us was a very comforting and positive idea.  

We have a hymn:  “His Eye Is On the Sparrow — and I know He watches me.  I sign because I am happy!”   

That song comes from the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 10:29, where He says that a sparrow never “falls” 
outside the notice of God.   

It is easy for us to get the idea that God takes notice any time a sparrow gets wounded and “falls” from the sky 
or dies and “falls” to the ground.  But this isn’t a passage about God attending funerals for sparrows.  In reality, 
much more is being said.  The word is probably better translated as “descend,” such as — as to light upon.  In 
other words, each time a sparrow descends and makes a landing — God knows it.  He sees it.   

The point is: There is not the slightest detail that is overlooked by the gaze of God.  What God creates, He 
sustains and governs in total awareness of what is going on.  Even the hairs on your head are numbered by God.  
Verses like these are not intended to push you away from God, but rather to bring incredible comfort.   

On the other hand — the gaze of God can be experienced as uncomfortable because that means that someone 
really is making a list and checking it twice.   

But the other side is:  The God who sees everything is the God who cares!   

Not only is He there and able to help us, but He is in fact, willing to help.   

I am not afraid to be known by a God who cares.  I love the line we sing. . . 
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“The One who knows me best is the One who loves me most.”   

The God of Christian providence is the God who is up there, who can help, and who will help us!   

If I know that He is there, that He can and that He will help — then I am not afraid for Him to see me.   

To me there is nothing more comforting than to know that God is not only aware of my transgressions, but He 
also see. . .  

• All my tears 
• All my aches 
• All my fears 

And He cares!   

But remember that I said that this providential seeing is more than mere foreknowledge.  Providential seeing is 
more than seeing in the sense of being a spectator.   

One thing about spectators is — spectators can become very enthusiastic about what they are watching.  I 
leaned this just a few weeks ago as I watched UT students carry the goal posts down to the river after watching 
UT win over Alabama.  Spectators can become quite enthusiastic about what they are watching.   

But no matter how enthusiastic the fans are — they have very little influence over the results of what they are 
watching — which I became painfully aware of a couple weeks after that when GA beat TN.   

My point is:  to merely be a spectator is to be virtually powerless to influence the outcome.   

Again, even though the word Providence is rooted in the Latin for seeing something beforehand — it actually 
involves far more than God merely seeing what takes place.   

Because if there is anything that is revealed to us about the character of God in both the OT and the NT, it is that 
God is not merely a spectator.  He is a spectator!  But He is not merely a spectator.   

So what is that something more?  Let me give you several definitions for providence — and see if you can pick 
up on some common themes. 

St. Augustine 
Everything that happens does so because God wills it to happen, wills it to happen before it happens, wills it to 
happen in the way that is happens. 

Westminster Shorter Catechism 
Q. 11:  What are God’s works of providence? 
A:  God’s works of providence are, his most holy, wise, and powerful preserving and governing all his 
creatures, and all their actions. 
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Heidelberg Catechism 
The Providence of God is the almighty and everywhere present power of God; whereby, as it were by His hand, 
He upholds and governs heaven, earth, and all creatures; so that herbs and grass, rain and drought, fruitful and 
barren years, meat and drink, health and sickness, riches and poverty, yea, and all things come, not by chance, 
but by His fatherly hand. 

John Piper 
Purposeful Sovereignty. 
  
Wayne Grudem 
God is continually involved with all created things in such a way that he  
1.  Keeps them existing and maintaining the properties with which he created them (preservation); 
2.  Cooperates with created things in every action, directing their distinctive properties to cause them to act as 
they do (concurrence); and 
3.  Directs them to fulfill his purposes (government).   

It should seem obvious with all of these definitions, that Providence involves much more than God merely 
being a spectator.   

The Christian concept of Providence is very closely bound up with God’s role as Creator (which is why we 
study this immediately following creation).   

Last week, Derek briefly presented errant views of creation.  For example,  

It is not that God equals everything in creation (Pantheism) 
It is not that the universe has equal and opposite powers in a grand good vs. evil story (Dualism) 
It is not that God creates, and then turns His back (Deism).   
It is not that God sits on His throne and simply watches His creation work by its own force — or fate 
(Determinism).   

Rather, the Christian notion of the Creator is of a God who, even though He is the primary cause of the universe 
— He is also the primary cause of everything in the universe and everything that takes place in the universe.   

One of the foundational principles of Christian theology is:  Nothing has intrinsic causal power.  Nothing has 
any power other than what power is vested in it by the power of God.   

That doesn’t mean:  I don’t have the power to do anything.  It is just that we don’t have power in and of 
ourselves!  This has to do with the second category of providence according to Grudem’s definition — what we 
call concurrence — which shows the cooperating or concurring providence of God in all actions and helps to 
explain the relationship between primary and secondary causes.   

The third category in Grudem’s definition (Governing) is probably the hardest one.  It shows the governing or 
guiding providence of God.  I think this aspect of Providence is expressed well by John Piper’s definition:  
Purposeful Sovereignty.   



 of 7 13
But let’s start with the first category in Grudem’s definition:  Preservation.  In his definition Grudem describes it 
as God maintaining the properties of all things.  I think the word “sustaining” is helpful as we think about this 
aspect of providence.  In other words, this aspect shows the sustaining Providence of God.   

Let’s get some Scripture in front of us for these different aspects of providence.   

Preservation 
Hebrews 1:1—3a ESV  
Heb 1:1  Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,  
 2  but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, 
through whom also he created the world.  
 3  He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the 
universe by the word of his power. 

The key phrase here, being:  “He upholds all things.”  Upholds is the Greek word phero — and it means 
“bearing.”  Jesus bears.  You bear stuff on your back.  You bear things in your arms.  This is more than being a 
spectator — Jesus bears all things by the word of His power.  When we pause long enough to let that thought 
sink in — that ought to inspire worship.   

This kind of statement about the Lord Jesus, that He, by His Word, holds this table in existence.  And my shirt, 
and my body, and your body, and our thought processes — all that we know of created reality is there, because 
Jesus keeps saying, “Be there.”  And if He ever stops saying, “Be there,” it won’t be there.   

G. K. Chesterton says the difference between adults and children is that adults get tired of things and children 
say, “Do it again, do it again, do it again.”  He said if we could stay child-like, we would look at the rising sun 
and be totally amazed and overwhelmed that God did it again.   

But we are so naturalistic — we know the basic laws of science and we explain things away.  But if you believe 
in God’s sustaining providence. . . if you believe Hebrews 1:3, that Jesus upholds all things by the word of His 
power, then you would walk out tonight — and if there are starts out — you should say in amazement:  “He did 
it again!”  Why would He do that?  To declare His glory.   

Here is another Scripture that has to do with preservation — or God’s sustaining providence: 

Colossians 1:16—17 ESV  
 16  For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through him and for him.  
 17  And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 

I would love to have Paul here this morning so we could ask him what was in his mind when he wrote that — 
because presumably he didn’t know anything about molecules or atoms.  But all things, he said, hold together 
because of the work of Christ.  In other words, Christ is the Sustainer — or the Holder-together of all things.   

This is God’s sustaining providence.   
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Across the Christian spectrum, you would find a lot of widespread agreement about the doctrine of God’s 
providence if all you meant by it was “Preservation” — or God’s sustaining providence.   

But don’t forget that Grudem’s definition involves two more aspects of providence — and in these next two 
areas the water get pretty deep real fast.   

(One of the reasons I say that is because this doctrine of providence is somewhat different than the doctrine of 
creation that we looked at last week — in this way. . .  You remember that we said most Christians agree about 
99% over the doctrine of creation.  And the very small percentage of creation where there is room for 
disagreement — does not significantly effect how one views other major doctrines.  For example, as long as you 
believe God is the Creator and you believe in the historicity of Adam and Eve, your view of the age of the earth 
— however important you think it might be — doesn’t significantly effect your view of salvation or the 
atonement, or other doctrines of first importance.   

I say that we are now moving into some deep waters with Providence because how you view God’s providence 
does have implications for how you will inevitably view other very important doctrines such as salvation, the 
order the salvation, what happened at the atonement, etc.)  

Concurrence 
Again, this shows the cooperating or concurring providence of God in all actions.  This has to do with the 
relationship of secondary causes and primary causes.  (Example:  Joseph — Genesis 50:20) 

The biblical doctrine of Providence does not collapse all causality into God, but rather it affirms creaturely 
causes while at the same time subordinating them to God.  Augustine wrote of “the cause that is higher than all 
others, that is, the will of God.”   

Theologians have made a distinction between God as the “primary cause” and creatures as “secondary causes.”  
As the highest and primary cause, God’s will creates, sustains, rules over (governs), and works through 
creaturely causes.   

The doctrine of God’s providence says that we cannot assign some effects to God’s will and other effects to 
creaturely causes.  Instead, we have the concurrence of God’s providence with the actions of His creatures, 
which means that the two operate together to produce an effect.  The word concurrence means “to run with” — 
so this means that the primary cause and the secondary causes “run with each other” or cooperate with each 
other.   

Another way to say it:  God works in and through the creature so that the creature also works.   

The Puritan William Ames put it like this:  “There is nothing in the providence of God that imposes a necessity 
of things, forcing them unnaturally to go in a particular direction, but He disposes all things sweetly — that is, 
exactly as is congenial to the nature of things, as He personally imparts to those things in creation and preserves 
and disposes by His own providence.”   
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(Sometimes opponents of this view of Providence charge that we are saying that God acts independently of 
secondary causes such that if someone is elect they are coming to Christ, even if that means they come kicking 
and screaming against their will.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  That is just not the way it works!) 

One of the verses that best illustrates the concept of Concurrence is  Acts 17:24–28 

Acts 17:24—28 ESV  
 24  The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live 
in temples made by man,  
 25  nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all 
mankind life and breath and everything.  
 26  And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 
determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place,  
 27  that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way toward him and find him. Yet he is actually 
not far from each one of us,  
 28  for  
“ ‘In him we live and move and have our being’ 

In Him, we live and move and have our being.   

We should not think of God’s concurrence with creaturely acts as an influence along side the creature’s activity 
— like when two horses draw a wagon.  Rather, God permeates all secondary causes and their motions to their 
conclusive effect.  In other words, God governs the the existence, life and actions of each person, but that 
doesn’t make the person a passive object moved by external forces;  the person thinks, choses, moves their body 
of their own faculties and powers — or as William Ames put it — as is congenial to their nature.   

Louis Berkhof, in his systematic theology says, “Each deed is in its entirety both a deed of God and a deed of 
the creature.  It is a deed of God insofar as there is nothing that is independent of the divine will, and insofar as 
it is determined from moment to moment by the will of God.  And it is a deed of man insofar as God realizes it 
through the self-activity of the creature.”   

Philippians 2:12—13 ESV 
 12  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much 
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,  
 13  for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Here we see concurrence.  We see the human working which is essential to progress in sanctification and the 
divine working which creates both the human willing and the human working.   

This is the longest section of Grudem’s chapter and he starts with biblical examples of concurrence related to 
inanimate things (the weather or plant life), then he progressively moves into more and more complex examples 
of concurrence with things like seemingly random events, the affairs of nations, all aspects of our lives, the 
problem of evil and how God’s primary causal power interacts with our secondary causal power.   
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These are all beyond the scope of this introduction to providence, but again we will endeavor to answer 
questions you might have about this.   

Government 
Grudem describes this aspect providence like this:  God has a purpose in all that he does in the world and he 
providentially governs or directs all things in order that they accomplish His purposes.   

Psalm 103:19 ESV 
 The Lord has established his throne in the heavens,  
and his kingdom rules over all. 

Moreover, we read in Daniel 4:35. . . 

Daniel 4:35b ESV 
he does according to his will among the host of heaven  
and among the inhabitants of the earth;  
and none can stay his hand  
or say to him, “What have you done?” 

Paul affirms in Romans 11:36. . . 

Romans 11:36 ESV 
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.  

1 Corinthians 15:27a ESV 
For “God has put all things in subjection under his feet.” 

Ephesians 1:11 ESV 
 In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the purpose of him who 
works all things according to the counsel of his will 

So that ultimately. . . 

Philippians 2:10—11 ESV 
 10  so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  
 11  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

It is because Paul knows that God is sovereign over all and works His purposes in every event that happens that 
Paul can declare in Romans 8:28. . . 

Romans 8:28 ESV 
 And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 
according to his purpose.  
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With these three aspects of Providence (Preservation, Concurrence and Government), Grudem argues for the 
Augustinian view of providence — better known as the reformed view of providence.     

I will quickly mention that the other orthodox view is called the Arminian view.   

 And then there is a view that tries to meet these two in the middle — and Grudem classifies (I think rightly) 
this view as a subcategory of Arminianism — this middle view is called Molinism, named after the Roman 
Catholic priest who came up with it.  Basically this view argues that the future choices of people are not directly 
determined by God, but God knows them anyway.  Because He knows how each free creature would respond in 
any set of circumstances that might occur — God is constantly creating scenarios in which circumstances will 
occur according to the way God wants things to work out.   

Grudem classifies this under Arminianism because according to Molinism, the ultimate factor that determines 
whether or not a person is saved is not God’s choice of that individual, but the person’s choice to believe in 
Christ.   

Again, Arminianism and Molinism are different than the reformed position, but neither are unorthodox.  That 
can’t be said about the next view. . . 

A View of Providence to Avoid:  Open Theism 

This is the note I want to end on:  Many people resist the all-pervasive providence of God because that would 
mean that God’s sovereignty holds sway over all suffering.   

I just want to acknowledge that suffering is real.  Satan’s power to deceive and destroy is real.  Human sin 
against fellow humans is real.  Natural disasters are real.  The doctrine of God’s providence as put forth by 
Grudem is such that neither Satan nor man nor nature ever does anything that was not in the plan of God.  In 
other words, in the entire sequence of events in the world, God ultimately decides which causes will be 
effective.  Therefore, all suffering is in the sway of God’s providence.  He could always stop it.  When He 
doesn’t, His permissions are planned and purposeful — and in His overall design, they are wise.   

If you have ever been through significant suffering as a Christian, let me just talk about how this works.  In the 
suffering of a Christian, neither Satan, nor man nor nature nor chance is wielding final decisive control.  God is 
sovereign over the suffering — which means Christian, your suffering is not meaningless.  Rather, it is 
purposeful and measured and wise and loving.   

In the midst of great suffering, this is what you want.  This big view of God (as difficult and confusing and 
unjust as things may seem to be) this big view of God will save your faith — it will save your sanity — and it 
will save your love for people.  How? 

2 Corinthians 8:2 ESV 
for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of 
generosity on their part.  
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Joy overflowing with generosity in the midst of severe affliction.  That is a beautiful display of Christian love.  
That is a winsome display of love.  That is a radically counter-cultural display of Christian love.  The kind of 
display that gets peoples attention and makes for a powerful testimony to the goodness of God.  That in the 
midst of severe affliction someone would have an abundance of joy and a wealth of generosity — that stands 
out, wouldn’t you agree? 

And just exactly how does this kind of triumphant joy in the midst of affliction work?  It works because of the 
confidence a Christian has in the providence of God.   

Matthew 5:11—12a ESV 
 11  “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you 
falsely on my account.  
 12  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven 

Hebrews 12:2 ESV 
Jesus. . . who for the joy set before him endured the cross. . . 

In each case, joy is possible because of confidence in God’s providence.  This is how the suffering Christian is 
saved from bitterness and revenge and self-pity.  God promises to turn every sorrow into joy, every loss into 
gain, every groan to glory.   

In the end —the biggest view of God — the all-pervasive providence of God found in the Bible is theologically 
more comprehensive — and experientially much more comforting and more fruitful than having a smaller view 
of God that either makes man and his choices as the focal point or an even smaller view that denies God’s 
providence altogether.     

In other words, God is there, He can help, and He is willing to help.  He is all powerful and He is good and wise 
— even when we can’t see it or don’t understand it! 
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Additional Resources 

“A Sovereign and Personal God” (D. A. Carson) 
http://gospelpedlar.com/articles/Sin/Will/sov_personal.html 

“The Sovereignty of God” (John Murray) 
https://opc.org/cce/sovereignty.html 

Divine Sovereignty and Human Responsibility (J. I. Packer) 
https://www.chapellibrary.org/book/dsah/divine-sovereignty-and-human-responsibility-packerjamesinnell 
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