
Providence



Providence 

Prefix:  Pro — before, or in front of 

Root:  From Latin videre — to see



Augustine of Hippo 

Everything that happens does so because 
• God wills it to happen, 
• Wills it to happen before it happens, 
• Wills it to happen in the way that it 

happens. 



Westminster Shorter Catechism 

Q:  What are God’s works of providence? 

A:  God’s works of providence are, his most 
holy, wise, and powerful preserving and 
governing all his creatures, and all their 
actions. 



Heidelberg Catechism 

The providence of God is the almighty and 
everywhere present power of God; whereby, as it 
were by His hand, He upholds and governs 
heaven, earth, and all creatures; so that herbs and 
grass, rain and drought, fruitful and barren years, 
meat and drink, health and sickness, riches and 
poverty, yea, and all things come, not by chance, 
but by His fatherly hand.



John Piper 

Purposeful Sovereignty.



Wayne Grudem 

God is continually involved with all created things in 
such a way that he. . . 

1. Keeps them existing and maintaining the 
properties with which he created them 
(Preservation); 

2. Cooperates with created things in every action, 
directing their distinctive properties to cause 
them to act as they do (Concurrence); and 

3. Directs them to fulfill his purposes (Government).



God’s Sustaining Providence (Preservation) 

          1  Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,  
 2  but in these last days he has spoken to us by his 
Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom 
also he created the world.  
 3  He is the radiance of the glory of God and the 
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the 
word of his power. 

Hebrews 1:1—3a ESV 



God’s Sustaining Providence (Preservation) 

 16  For by him all things were created, in 
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all 
things were created through him and for him.  
 17  And he is before all things, and in him 
all things hold together.  

Colossians 1:16—17 ESV 



God’s Cooperating Providence (Concurrence)



God’s Cooperating Providence (Concurrence) 

William Ames 
There is nothing in the providence of God that 
imposes a necessity of things, forcing them 
unnaturally to go in a particular direction, but He 
disposes of all things sweetly — that is, exactly as 
is congenial to the nature of things, as He 
personally imparts to those things in creation and 
preserves and disposes by His own providence.



God’s Cooperating Providence (Concurrence) 

 24  The God who made the world and everything in it, being 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man,  
 25  nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.  
 26  And he made from one man every nation of mankind to live 
on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place,  
 27  that they should seek God, and perhaps feel their way 
toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us,  
 28  for  
“ ‘In him we live and move and have our being’ 

Acts 17:24—28 ESV



God’s Cooperating Providence (Concurrence) 

Louis Berkhof 
Each deed is in its entirety both a deed of God and 
a deed of the creature.  It is a deed of God insofar 
as there is nothing that is independent of the 
divine will, and insofar as it is determined from 
moment to moment by the will of God.  And it is a 
deed of man insofar as God realizes it through the 
self-activity of the creature.



God’s Cooperating Providence (Concurrence) 

 12  Therefore, my beloved, as you have 
always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work 
out your own salvation with fear and trembling,  
 13  for it is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure.  

Philippians 2:12—13 ESV



God’s Guiding Providence (Government) 

Grudem 
God has a purpose in all that he does in the 
world and he providentially governs or directs 
all things in order that they accomplish his 
purposes.  



God’s Guiding Providence (Government) 

 The Lord has established his throne in 
the heavens, and his kingdom rules over all. 

 Psalm 103:19 ESV



God’s Guiding Providence (Government) 

he does according to his will among the host of 
heaven and among the inhabitants of the 
earth; and none can stay his hand or say to 
him, “What have you done?”  

Daniel 4:35b ESV



God’s Guiding Providence (Government) 

 For from him and through him and to him 
are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

Romans 11:36 ESV



God’s Guiding Providence (Government) 

For “God has put all things in subjection under 
his feet.” 

1 Corinthians 15:27a ESV



God’s Guiding Providence (Government) 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having 
been predestined according to the purpose of 
him who works all things according to the 
counsel of his will, 

Ephesians 1:11 ESV



God’s Guiding Providence (Government) 

 10  so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth,  
 11  and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 

Philippians 2:10—11 ESV



God’s Guiding Providence (Government) 

And we know that for those who love God all 
things work together for good, for those who 
are called according to his purpose. 

Romans 8:28 ESV



Orthodox Views of Providence 

• Augustinian/Reformed View
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Orthodox Views of Providence 

• Augustinian/Reformed View 
• Arminian View 

• Molinism (Middle Knowledge) 



A View of Providence to Avoid 

• Open Theism



for in a severe test of affliction, their 
abundance of joy and their extreme poverty 
have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on 
their part. 

2 Corinthians 8:2 ESV



 11  “Blessed are you when others revile you 
and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against 
you falsely on my account.  
 12  Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven 

Matthew 5:11—12a ESV 

Jesus. . . who for the joy set before him endured the 
cross. . . 

Hebrews 12:2 ESV


