


Miracles
 Introduction



“An event impossible to explain by natural causes”

 Problem Definition



“A miracle is a less common kind of God’s activity in 
which he arouses people’s awe and wonder and bears 

witness to himself.”

 Good Definition

Grudem, 2020, p. 470



Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous things.

 Psalm 72:18



“A miracle is a less common kind of God’s activity in 
which he arouses people’s awe and wonder and bears 

witness to himself.”

 Good Definition

So what counts as a miracle then? Examples?



Miracles in the Bible



● To authenticate the message
● To show the Kingdom of God has come
● To help those who are in need
● To remove hindrances to ministry
● To glorify God

Purpose of Miracles



False Miracles



● Are they possible? Yes.
● Should we expect them? Yes.
● Are they required? No.
● Can believers dispense them at will? No.
● Should we seek them? Depends.

○ We should not seek miracles as a trick, a test, a spectacle, or an end.
○ We should seek God’s help in all life (e.g., sickness, ministry, wisdom, 

glorifying God), trusting He can miraculously provide.

Miracles Today



Prayer
 Introduction



Prayer is personal 
communication with God.

Definition

Grudem, 2020, p. 493



Prayers of intercession, confession, petition, 
adoration, thanksgiving. Wordless, silent, 

spoken, corporate, individual, public, private. 
Kneeling, walking. Groaning, complaining, 

crying.

Types of Prayer



Because God tells us to pray.
Because prayer develops our trust and fellowship with God.

 Why should you pray?

But also…



Prayer changes things!

 Why should you pray?



“If we were really convinced that God actually does respond to our 
prayers and change the way he acts, and therefore that God actually 
does bring about remarkable changes in the world in response to 
prayer, as Scripture repeatedly teaches that he does, then we would 
pray much more than we do. If we pray little, it is probably because we 
do not really believe that prayer accomplishes much at all.” (p. 495)

Grudem: “God genuinely responds to our prayer by 
changing the way he acts in the world.”



“...[P]rayer changes things. Or to put it more theologically, God ordains 
prayer as a means to change history. There are things that happen 
because of prayer, and things that do not happen because of no 
prayer.” 

Frame on Real Change

Frame, 2013, p. 1054



“Now, of course, prayer doesn’t change the eternal plan of God. But 
within that eternal plan are many plans for means and ends. God 
ordains that crops will grow, but not without water and sun… And he 
ordains that we will have everything we truly need, but not without 
prayer. God’s eternal plan has determined that many things will be 
achieved by prayer, and many things will not be achieved without 
prayer.

Frame on the theological math…

Frame, 2013, p. 1054



● Hezekiah (2 Kings 20:1-6)
● Jesus: Ask and receive (Matthew 7:7)
● James: You have not because you ask not (James 4:2)
● James: If Elijah can, you can (James 5:13-18)

Biblical Examples of Real Change



In prayer, the exact relationship between God’s sovereign plan and our 
individual responsibility is still mysterious, but prayer is not a special 
case. Prayer changes things just as other actions change things. So we 
should pursue positive change through prayer as we do through other 
actions. Indeed, God has ordained that prayer accomplishes more than 
many other actions. So, we should pray way more!

Conclusion on Real Change



● Through Christ our Mediator (1 Timothy 2:5)
● In Jesus’s Name (John 14:13-14)
● With the Spirit (Romans 8:26-27; Jude 20)
● In God’s Will (1 John 5:14-15)
● In Humility (James 4:10; Luke 18:11-13)
● In Righteousness (Psalm 66:18; Matthew 6:12)
● With Forgiveness (Mark 11:25)
● With Faith (Mark 11:24)
● With Perseverance (Luke 18:1; 1 Thessalonians 5:17)
● With Passion (Hebrews 5:7)
● With Fasting (Mark 9:29)
● With Thanksgiving (Colossians 4:2)

Effective Prayer



● Yes, now.
● Yes, but wait.
● Yes, but not with all your specific stipulations.
● No, trust me; you don’t want that.

Consider Daniel 10:11–13
Note: Every answer is good.

On “Unanswered” Prayer

God hears every prayer, and responds to his every child.

Possible Answers:



Hope and Pray much!

Conclusion

God works miracles and answers prayers!


