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1 Introduction

General discussion of today’s topic.

The first organized, corporate worship (directed by God), was in the desert of Sinai.

AllGod calledme todo (formy salivation)was surrender. There are noworks involved in Christian salvation.

All the way from the Garden of Eden, we see mankind trying to address their sin nature their way (Adam and
Eve attempting to cover themselves with skins). From a similar timeframe we see God showing that only His
way of addressing sin is sufficient (shed blood in the skin coverings He provided).

Not only did He save us, He is keeping us saved.

That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,
which we looked upon and have touchedwith our hands, concerning the word of life— the life
was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life,
which was with the Father and was mademanifest to us—
1 John 2:1‑2

Any time that mankind attempts to worship God without His word ends up in ignorance and irreverence and
idolatry.

Mankind is designed to worship something.

When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people gath‑
ered themselves together to Aaron and said to him, “Up, make us gods who shall go before us.
As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what
has become of him.” So Aaron said to them, “Take off the rings of gold that are in the ears of
your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” So all the people took off
the rings of gold that were in their ears and brought them to Aaron. And he received the gold
from their hand and fashioned it with a graving tool and made a golden calf. And they said,
“These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” When Aaron saw
this, he built an altar before it. AndAaronmadeaproclamation and said, “Tomorrow shall be a
feast to the LORD.” And they rose up early the next day andofferedburnt offerings andbrought
peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. And the LORD
said toMoses, “Go down, for your people, whomyou brought up out of the land of Egypt, have
corrupted themselves. They have turned aside quickly out of theway that I commanded them.
They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it and
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ”
Exodus 32:1‑8

Many times, whenmankind creates an idol, there is an element of truth… there is an attempt to worship the
correct thing.
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Andhe gave toMoses, whenhe had finished speakingwith himonMount Sinai, the two tablets
of the testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of God.
Exodus 31:18

What were the Israelites missing? The Word of God. Without God’s Word informing and directing their wor‑
ship, they ended in idolatry.

When we talk about the exercise of prayer, the Bible gives us some clear, fundamental requirements:

2 We are to pray to The Father

Emphasis on the Father

When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, “Father, the
hour has come; glorify your Son that the Sonmay glorify you,
John 17:1

And going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let
this cup pass fromme; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”
Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I
drink it, your will be done.”
So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words
again.
Matthew 26:39; 42; 44

Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Mathew 6:9
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So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him,
“We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say,
‘You will become free’?”
Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.
The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you
free, you will be free indeed. I know that you are offspring of Abraham; yet you seek to kill me
because my word finds no place in you. I speak of what I have seen with my Father, and you
do what you have heard from your father.”
They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s chil‑
dren, you would be doing the works Abraham did, but now you seek to kill me, a man who
has told you the truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham did. You are doing the
works your father did.” They said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality. We have
one Father—even God.” Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you would loveme, for I
came from God and I am here. I came not of my own accord, but he sent me. Why do you not
understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear to hear my word. You are of your father
the devil, and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning,
and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out
of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do
not believe me. Which one of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe
me? Whoever is of God hears the words of God. The reason why you do not hear them is that
you are not of God.”
John 8:31‑47

for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many of you as were baptized
into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free,
there is nomale and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you
are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise.
Galatians 3:26‑29

I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”
Genesis 12:3

The promise that is referred to in Galatians 3 is defined in Genesis 12.
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And the Scripture, foreseeing that Godwould justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel
beforehand to Abraham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.”
Galatians 3:8

Faith is not believing hard enough. We cannot believe hard enough. It (faith) is not of works. It is about
surrender. It is only because of what God does in us that we are able to surrender.

“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.” Faith itself has its origins in the Word.

No one who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also.
1 John 2:23

3 We are to pray through The Son

Jesus said to him, “I am theway, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
throughme.
John 14:6

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus,
by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through
his flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true
heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our
bodies washed with pure water.
Hebrews 10:19‑22

Specifically, v20
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In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father
inmy name, hewill give it to you. Until now you have asked nothing inmy name. Ask, and you
will receive, that your joy may be full.
“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer
speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. In that day you will
ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father
himself loves you, because you have lovedme and have believed that I came fromGod. I came
from the Father and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to
the Father.”
John 16:23‑27

4 We are to pray in The Spirit

praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with
all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints,
Ephesians 6:18

To pray in The Spirit, wemust have The Spirit.

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed
in him,were sealedwith thepromisedHoly Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritanceuntil
we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
Ephesians 1:13‑14

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not knowwhat to pray for as we ought,
but theSpirit himself intercedes foruswithgroanings toodeep forwords. Andhewhosearches
hearts knowswhat is themind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints accord‑
ing to the will of God.
Romans 8:26‑27

1. He teaches us dependency
2. He teaches us humility
3. He teaches us trust
4. He intercedes for us.

Galatians 4:6
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We are to pray to The Father (who has adopted us), through The Son (to whom we have surrendered), in
the Spirit (to whomwe have yielded)

We are to pray dependently, humbly, and trusting ‑ because He is interceding for us.
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