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Sanctification is a progressive work of God and believers that makes us more and more free 
from sin and like Christ in our actual lives.  

Grudem, p. 924
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Indicative Mood:  Describes a state of affairs.  Declarative.  

Imperative Mood:  Sets forth commands.  

Sanctification



Hebrews 12:14 ESV
Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.   
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But as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct.  

Philippians 2:12—13 ESV
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but 
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God 
who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  

Ephesians 5:8 ESV
For at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.  Walk as children of light.
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What is the will of God for my life?

1 Thessalonians 4:3a ESV
For this is the will of God, your sanctification. . .

Sanctification



Martin Luther:  Simul Iustus et Peccator 

Simultaneously just and sinner.  
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Martin Luther:  Simul Iustus et Peccator 

Simultaneously just and sinner.  

Romans 7:19—25 ESV
19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing. 
20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me. 
21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. 
22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, 
23 but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and 

making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 
25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God 

with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.
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Proverbs 23:7 NKJV
As a man thinks in his heart, so is he.
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Three Aspects by Which the Spirit Works to Change Us:

• Repentance (Metanoia):  A changing of the mind.  
• Convicts of both sin and righteousness.  
• Works on our conscience.  
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Romans 12:1—2 ESV
12:1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as 

a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that 

by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
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John 8:31—32 ESV
31 So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly 

my disciples, 
32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

John 18:37 ESV
Then Pilate said to him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. 

For this purpose I was born and for this purpose I have come into the world—to bear witness to 
the truth. Everyone who is of the truth listens to my voice.”
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1 Corinthians 14:20 ESV
Brothers, do not be children in your thinking. Be infants in evil, but in your thinking be 

mature.
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Colossians 3:1—17 ESV
3:1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
2 Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 
3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 
6 On account of these the wrath of God is coming. 
7 In these you too once walked, when you were living in them. 
8 But now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from your mouth. 
9 Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices 
10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator. 
11 Here there is not Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave, free; but Christ is all, and in all. 
12 Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 
13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 

               also must forgive. 
14 And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 

               spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 

               him.

Sanctification




