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9 and to bring to light for everyone what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages in God, 
who created all things, 
 10 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to 
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places.

Ephesians 3:9—10 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.

Matthew 16:18 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according 
to the working of his great might 
 20 that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly places, 
 21 far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 
named, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 
 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 
 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Ephesians 1:18—23 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go 
away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you.

John 16:7 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the Lord who is the 
Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3:18 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything he might be preeminent. 

Colossians 1:18 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



and not holding fast to the Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together 
through its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God. 

Colossians 2:19 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ, 
 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is 
equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in 
love.

Ephesians 4:15—16 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, 
that in everything he might be preeminent. 

Colossians 1:18 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a 
pure virgin to Christ. 

2 Corinthians 11:2 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



7 Let us rejoice and exult 
and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
and his Bride has made herself ready; 
 8 it was granted her to clothe herself 
with fine linen, bright and pure”— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 
 9 And the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true words of God.” 

Revelation 19:7—9 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



25 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 
 26 that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 
 27 so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.

Ephesians 5:25—27 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
blameless before him. 

Ephesians 1:4 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God, 
 20 built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, 
 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the 
Lord. 
 22 In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

Ephesians 2:19—22 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



4 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 
 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 6 For it stands in Scripture: 
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, 
a cornerstone chosen and precious, 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
 7 So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone,” 
 8 and 
“A stone of stumbling, 
and a rock of offense.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you 
may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 
 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but now 
you have received mercy.

1 Peter 2:4—10 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight into the mystery of Christ, 
 5 which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been 
revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit.

Ephesians 3:4—5 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
 12 He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf 
coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 
 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 
 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the 
sheep. 

John 10:11—15 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out. 
 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice. 
 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice 
of strangers.”

John 10:3—5 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to 
my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 

John 10:16 ESV
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Moreover, it is required of stewards that they be found faithful.
1 Corinthians 4:2 ESV

The Church:  Its Nature, Marks & Purposes



8 And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. 
 9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 
every name,

Philippians 2:8—9 ESV
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5:1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings 
of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 
 2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 
 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 
 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 

1 Peter 5:1—4 ESV
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