Power of the Church



Class Notes

Notes / Slides / Recordings are posted:

e https://iknox.org/seminars/systematic3


https://iknox.org/seminars/systematic3

Context

o The-thturch—tsNatareMarksand e Worship
Purposes Gifts of the Holy Spirit - Part 1

o ThePurityandbnityof-the-Chureh e Gifts of the Holy Spirit - Part 2

e The Power of the Church e The Return of Christ: When and How?
e Church Government e The Millennium

e Means of Grace within the Church e The Final Judgement and Eternal

e Baptism Punishment

e The Lord's Supper e The New Heavens and New Earth

Systematic Theology, Part 3



Definitions

Systematic Theology, Part 2



Spiritual Warfare






Power of the Church in Spiritual Warfare

e Power of the Gospel to break through sin and hardened opposition
e Awaken faith in the heart of unbelievers

e Render demonic opposition ineffective

e But, what about us?



Power of the Church and
Power of the State



Physical Power of the Church

e Christ's Kingdom - expectation vs. reality

Physical Power of the State

e Clearly Granted: restrain/punish evil
e Should Not be used to force/mandate Christianity
e Forced conversions would be false conversions

Spiritual Power of the State



Church Discipline



Purpose of Church Discipline

e Restoration and Reconciliation of the Believer Who is Going Astray
e To Keep Sin from Spreading to Others
e To Protect The Purity of the Church and the Honor of Christ






For What Sins Should Church Discipline Be
Exercised?

e Scripture gives no specific list, but many varied examples:
= divisiveness, incest, laziness/refusing to work
= Disobeying Paul's writings, blasphemy, teaching heresy
e Some general principles:
= Public, outward sins
= Continued over a period of time
e Grudem's wisdom:
= Mature judgement is required
= Give careful thought to the person's current struggles
= Wide degree of tolerance if area of Christian disagreement



How Should Church Discipline Be Carried
Out?

Principle of "Need to Know"
Start Small, Increase as Needed
Special Case: Church Leaders
Other Considerations

= Repentance/Restoration

= Posture of those Involved

= P(ANB) = P(A)P(B)

o Personal Forgiveness != Repentance/Reconciliation












the end



